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1 a conservative estimate based on the midpoint of the next logical division 20-40m. 
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2 It is unlikely that any survey will ever find 100% regardless of the status of otters.  Hence, it makes 
more sense to look at trends using 1982 as the reference. A drop from 88% in the reference survey 
(1982) to 70% in the latest survey therefore equates to a 20.5% decline (rather than 18%). 
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3 A Felling License is not required for the felling or uprooting of the following trees: (a) any hazel, 
apple, plum, damson, pear or cherry tree grown for the value of its fruit or any osier, also, (b) a tree 
standing in a County or other Borough or an urban district; (c) a tree standing within 100 feet of any 
building other than a wall or temporary structure; (d) a tree which is being felled under Section 70 of 
the Roads Act, 1993, or Section 98 of the Electricity Supply Act, 1927; (e) a tree certified by a Local 
Authority as dangerous to road traffic on account of age or condition; (f) a tree uprooted or cut down 
by direction of the Minister for Public Enterprise because it is a danger or obstruction to telegraph or 
telephone wires; or (g) a tree cut down by a local authority in connection with road construction. 
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From: OPW (2006a) EcIA of the Effects of Statutory Arterial Drainage Maintenance Activities on the 

Otter (Lutra lutra).Pgs 22-24
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